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Habitat House Dedication 
a Meaningful Time
Father’s Day 2015 was especially meaningful for the families of Patrick 
Anderson and Brian Rafferty. Patrick is the young man that died unexpectedly 
last August just months after he and his wife, Katie, joined our church. Patrick 
and Katie held a deep commitment to the ministry of Habitat for Humanity 
so our church decided to build our next Habitat House in memory of Patrick. 
In partnership with Corning Corporation with whom Patrick was employed, 
missionaries from our church and Patrick’s family joined our hands and hearts 
with the family of Brian Rafferty to build a house and strong friendships that 
has become the home of Brian and Noelle Rafferty and their four sons. A stone 
marker prepared by Noelle will be placed in the front yard of the home at 1203 
South 3rd Street indicating that the house was built in love and memory of 
Patrick Anderson by his church, family and friends. 
How moving it was to join with nearly fifty people from our church, Patrick’s 

family and the Corning Corporation to dedicate the house and give the keys to 
Brian and Noelle. Their sons led us in praying, reading scripture, and singing as 
God was given the glory for the gift of Patrick Anderson, First Baptist Church and 

our new partners in ministry from Corning. Tears of joy and remembrance were 
shed as remarks were made by Katie Anderson as she remembered her 

husband lovingly. Patrick’s family gave praise to God and sincere appreciation for 
the church with whom Katie and Patrick joined in ministry. Once again, First Baptist 

Church has touched the world in love and placed the stamp of Christ on the lives of 
our neighbors. To everyone that had a part in building this house and creating a home 

for the Rafferty family in memory of Patrick Anderson, these two families express their 
deepest thanks.   Pictured is Noelle and Brian Rafferty and their 4 children surrounded 

by Katie Anderson and the family of Patrick Anderson.



OUR VISION:
“To become a community of  

believers that is open and  welcoming to 
anyone, no  matter where they are on  their 

faith journey, and is  intentionally joining with 
Christ in His redemptive work and 

purposes in the world.”

OUR MISSION:
“To become, and help others to 

become, fully devoted  
followers of  Jesus 

Christ.”

Sunday Worship 
Schedule

As human beings it is easy to be 
perpetually busy, anxious, and even 

fearful. Placing our trust in God is not 
only an antidote to such anxieties but is 
also a pathway to peace and abundant 

life. The opening words of Psalm 37 help 
describe how placing our trust in God 

helps us cultivate such a life.

July 5
Freedom Sunday | “O Beautiful”                           
Galatians 5:13-14 | Matt Cook

July 12
“Trust” | Psalm 37:3 | Matt Cook

July 19
“Delight” | Psalm 37:4 | Jim Everette

July 26
“Commit”| Psalm 37:5-6 | Jim Everette

August 2
“Be Still” | Psalm 37:7 | Matt Cook

More Alike Than 
You Think

I saw a list of movies not too long ago.  “Movies That Define a 
Generation” was the title of the list. I was a bit skeptical that a 
movie could define a group of people as large as a generation, but 
for those of us who grew up in the 1980’s, Breakfast Club 
probably fits that description. If you haven’t seen the movie I’ll 
give you the short version--five very different people (a “jock,” 
a “geek,” a “stoner,” a “nobody,” and “the popular girl”) all spend 
time doing detention together and through a lot of very honest, 
occasionally hard conversations, they discover that despite their 
differences, they are more alike than they realize. Despite the 80’s 
soundtrack, that’s a lesson that never goes out of style.
 One of the truths that we set out to remind ourselves during this year-long focus on worship was 
that true worship never divides, but always unites. That sounds good in theory, but what about in 
practice?  I mean we do have two very different styles of worship. Deepwater often has people in 
shorts and flip-flops, our Choir always has people in robes. We sing songs that were written in the 
past couple of years in the Journey Service. We sing songs that have been around for centuries in 
the Traditional Service. You get the picture. 
 But look a little deeper…
 A few weeks ago the staff spent the day analyzing the results of our worship survey. There’s a lot 
of important findings that we’re going to share in the coming weeks, but of all the results, the one 
that jumped off the page at me is this: when it comes to what we value about worship, we are far 
more alike than you might think. 
 We asked you to rank a set of “worship values” that would help our staff get a sense of each 
worshiping community’s identity. And it turns out that the top six values in worship were the 
same. BOTH worshiping communities value worship that is relevant, heartfelt, 
transformational, missional, celebratory and deep. In fact, the only difference at all was that the 
Journey service worshiping community places a slightly higher value on worship being heartfelt, 
and the Traditional service worshiping community places a higher value on depth, but both 
communities think that both values are important. 
 Or maybe another way to say it is this—as ONE community we think these things are 
important. 
 Honestly, our staff wouldn’t have been frustrated if we’d been more diverse in this regard. We 
all feel that God led us to worship the way we do, with two distinct forms of worship. 
 Having said that, when we discovered our commonality in worship, it brought smiles to our 
faces. Our church is a family. We all feel that way, and this is just one more indication of that. I 
think this is just another powerful reminder that we have to look past the surface to see what 
really matters. There are superficial differences that we could let become barriers to 
relationship and shared mission, but God is calling us to a better way. What is supposed to 
unite us isn’t the instruments we use, but the God we worship, the truths we proclaim, and 
the mission to which we are called. 
 There are a lot of very exciting things happening in worship in our church right now. There 
are new faces, new energy, and renewed commitment to understanding what worship is, and 
how to do it well. Keep praying though, God has more to teach us and more opportunities 
to give us to make worship relevant, heartfelt, transformational, missional, celebratory, and 
deep, and above all something that helps us focus on Jesus.
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Welcome 
Taylor Lee

Some of you have had the opportunity to see a new 
face leading us in worship at the 8:50 service. Taylor 
Lee is a Wilmington native. He studied at the 
Berklee School of Music in Boston before coming 
home to finish his degree at UNCW. 
 Taylor is a professional musician who has toured 
with a variety of groups, even having appeared on 
the Late Show with David Letterman and on the 
Today Show. He has also served as a Music 
Director at the New Morgan Hill Baptist Church 
in Asheville from June 2013. Welcome Taylor! 



A Word of 
Thanks

A special thank you to three of our adult Sunday 
School classes: Transitions, Vineyard and Route 
3:56 - for moving to new classroom locations so 
that our Discipleship Team staff  (Jayne Davis - 
Adults, Jeannie Troutman - Children, Nathan Tuttle 
- Students, Don Vigus - College) could co-locate 
their offices on the upper floor of the WLI Building. 
We are excited about the creativity, collaboration 
and team building that will be deepened and 
expanded by working in such close proximity with 
one another. We are grateful that our class leaders 
and members were willing to be so flexible and 
helpful in making that happen. Thank you!

Prayers for Our Missionaries
All of our FBC missionaries traveling around the world on mission were 
commissioned on June 28th. Please pray for our missionaries as they travel to 
South Africa July 14-29, to Guatemala July 23-July 30 and our high school 

students traveling to 
Dallas, Texas July 10-19. 
These missionaries will 
share the love of Jesus 
around the world. We 
pray that God protects 
our FBC members on 
their journey, bless  
their time away from 
home and fulfill the joy 
and purpose of each 
mission. 

       The Gift of Sabbatical
Dear First Baptist Family,

Thank you again for the generous gift of sabbatical.  It is a life-giving time of rest, renewal and re-imagining and one for 
which I am incredibly grateful. 
 
One of my main goals for sabbatical was to 're-set' the sacred rhythm in my own life so that I would be 
better able to assist those of you who long to do the same. The only way I know to follow Jesus in the 
world is to be grounded in prayer and Scripture and service.  It doesn't seem like it should be so 
challenging to make time to sit quietly before God each day; to take in words of Scripture so that they can 
form your thoughts and how you engage others; to be focused more outward than inward. It doesn't seem 
like it should be challenging but most of us know that it is - to make that time a priority, to make that 
outward focus intentional. 
 
I spent some time with the Benedictine monks at St. John's Abbey in Minnesota. They always teach me so 
much about finding a rhythm between prayer and life, work and play, silence and laughter, solitude and 
community, talking and listening. My time at the Abbey, and the whole of my sabbatical, helped me to hear 
God in different ways and to rest in God's presence. The journal I kept through those 10 weeks has helped 
me to see the many ways that God was present and active and at work, and continues to be.
 
A second goal for sabbatical was to spend time with my family. To be fully present when I was present. 
Much of my time was spent here in Wilmington at home which I received as a wonderful gift. We got away 

for some weekends with our kids which was fun and Wes and I got to take an 
amazing trip to Italy that we have been planning to do for several years. For those 
of you that were subjected to our endless pictures on Facebook, I apologize. But it 
was fantastic!
 
My ministry goal for sabbatical was to learn more about discipleship ministries 
in other locations and how they might help to stretch our approaches to adult 
discipleship here at FBC. I explored interesting approaches to Sunday School, 
small groups, community and work in Minneapolis, Manhattan, Atlanta and 
Brooklyn. I look forward to sharing more about those with you in the months 
ahead. It is exciting and encouraging to see the many ways that God is at work 
in other places and to learn from those who have taken risks and been creative 
and followed God's leading in ways that some of us may not have thought about 
before.
 
Coming back, it is as clear to me as ever that God is at work in this place. I knew 

that before I left, but there is something about being gone for an extended time and then returning that helps you to look at things 
with fresh eyes. I am so very encouraged about the days to come for First Baptist Church - for the new things God is doing, for the 
deep roots that enable us to grow strong, and for the love and care with which we journey together. It is good to be home.
 
Grace,
Jayne
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Matt & Dawn CookSteven Thomason

Sharing Life Together
General Fund

In memory of Jean Tatum 
by David & Phyllis Childers

In memory of Glenn Childers 
by Mike & Connie Tatum

In honor of Lauren Thayer’s 
17th birthday

by Ron & Tracey Thayer

Missions Fund
In honor of Joe Pate

by Friendship Sunday School Class

L
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Interim Worship Update: The Personnel Committee has invited Taylor Lee to begin serving as our Interim Worship Leader 
for the 8:50 service. See more about Taylor in the article on page 2.

Permanent Administration Update: We have narrowed our search to two candidates, both of whom will get the chance 
to spend some time with the Personnel Committee here in Wilmington in the coming days. Pray for these two individuals (and their 
families) and pray for the Personnel Committee as we seek God’s will for our church as to who will join our ministry team.

Welcome New Members

Transition Updates
In this season of change at First Baptist Church, 
the monthly Transitions Updates column is provided so that you can be informed of short-term and long-term changes taking place 
in our church. Updates are also posted on our website at www.fbcwilmington.org.

Dawn and Matt Cook have 
joined us after being married 
a few weeks ago. Dawn comes 
to us upon her statement of
faith in Christ and Matt by
transfer of his membership 
from Antioch Baptist in 
Blairsville, Georgia. Dawn is a 
mental health counselor with 
Trinity Wellness Center and 

Matt works at the nuclear power plant in Southport. These 
newlyweds have been worshiping with us for several 
months and look forward to connecting with new friends 
in worship and small groups.

We welcome Steven 
Thomason to our church 
as our Interim Director of 
Music for the traditional 
worship service but also as 
a new member. He comes 
to us by transfer of his 
membership from
Greenwood Forest Baptist 
in Cary, NC. Steven is a 

student at the Campbell University Divinity School. 
His gifts of directing and vocal performance are a 
blessing to our congregation.
 

Chris & Candace Sexton
Chris and Candace Sexton have joined us by transfer of their memberships 
from First Baptist Church in Asheboro, NC. They are the proud parents of 
Amelia, a nine month old daughter. The Sextons live in Leland and are both 
employed at the Brunswick Power plant in Southport. They were introduced to 
our church by Anne and Mike Cockerham and are beginning to develop new 
friendships with people in their Sunday School Class - the Coastal Couples. 
Welcome!



The following memorials have been given generously, 
and we are deeply grateful:

Memorial Gifts
General Fund

In memory of Jean Tatum 
by David & Phyllis Childers

In memory of Glenn Childers 
by Mike & Connie Tatum

In honor of Lauren Thayer’s 
17th birthday

by Ron & Tracey Thayer

Missions Fund
In honor of Joe Pate

by Friendship Sunday School Class

 

Helping 
to Heal Our 
Own
Fellowship Fund 
Offering Need: $5,000
The Fellowship Fund is the fund of the church
 designated to be used for financial assistance
 specifically to church members that find themselves 
in dire financial straits. Requests for assistance come 
regularly from members with need for assistance 
with bills from a medical emergency, utility 
liabilities, prescriptions, rental assistance and other 
unforeseen financial challenges that emerge. Some 
calls come from the members in need and others 
come from caring friends that are aware of situations 
involving members. Requests for assistance can be 
made to any member of the pastoral staff and are held 
in the strictest of confidence. The fund is not unlimited 
so there are parameters by which the fund is managed. 
We have to be good stewards of that which we 
have been blessed. We have been able to meet the 
requests that have come our way because of the 

generous nature of the congregation. Because we have 
shared approximately $5,000 from the Fellowship Fund in 

the past year, this is the goal of the offering this year. 
Everyone may not be able to give to the offering at this 

time but the opportunity exists for those who can and 
would like to help provide a safety net for other members 

of the church.

Attendance

Worship             610          609        644        691
Sunday              454          504        506        518
School      

Recognitions
We would like to give a huge congratulations to one of our own, 
Barbara Mullins, for being recognized as the 2015 Outstanding 
Volunteer Manager of NC and receiving the 2014 Governor’s 
Award. Way to go, Barbara!

Giving
June Goal:

June Receipts: 

YTD Goal:
YTD Receipts:

Bereavement Fund:

In Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to Mary Margaret Brooks on the 
loss of her sister-in-law, Frannie Manry, on June 12, 2015.

JUNE
7

JUNE
14

JUNE
21
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Local Missions
In memory of Lacy Pearce
by Tom & Bettie Anne West

Music Ministry
In memory of Herb Jennings  

by Willis and Ann Brown

Fellowship Fund
In honor of Stephen Smith’s Birthday

by Mrs. Martha Smith

Guatemala Food Baskets
In memory of Dick Gough 

by Mrs. Mary Gough

$159,804.00
$138,350.78
-$21,453.22

$949,286.00
$895.131.45
-$54,154.55
$580.00

JUNE
28

Congrats Grad 
Kristen Garrison Marion
Kristen recently graduated from East 
Carolina University with a Doctorate in Physical 
Therapy. She is the daughter of Warren and Sheri 
Garrison.



The Spiritual 
Practice of Pressing On

By Jayne Hugo Davis | Baptist News Global May, 2015 Publication 
We don’t know how long the tunnels in our lives are going to go on. 
Sometimes they are filled with darkness, maybe fear. The desire to turn back 
and go a lesser way is a strong pull. Sometimes you need to let a door close 
behind you before you can find your way forward. Sometimes we need to be 
grateful for the gift of receiving what is needed in the moment, even if the end is 
still far from sight, trusting the one who has gone before us and prepared a way.
The spiritual practice of pressing on. There is always something worth finding on 
the other side of fear.
To read the full column, go to: https://goo.gl/XQukIM

New Book Study 
on Prayer

A new study on prayer using Tim Keller’s book, Prayer: 
Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God, will begin Sunday, July 

5th. The class will be held during the Sunday School hour in the 
Education building, room 104. All are welcome and there is no need to 

sign up! The book can be found on Amazon.com or at Barnes and Noble 
bookstore. 

Christians are taught in their churches and schools that prayer is the most 
powerful way to experience God. But few receive instruction or guidance in 

how to make prayer genuinely meaningful. In Prayer, renowned pastor 
Timothy Keller delves into the many facets of this everyday act.

Patti, We Will 
Miss You

It is with extreme gratitude and a grateful 
heart that we say goodbye to Patti Long as 
she retires as the FBC Preschool Teacher. The 
seven years that she spent in the Pre-K 
classroom at First Baptist Christian Preschool 
laid the foundation that will continue to keep 
us the best in town! Enjoy retirement Patti! 
Well done, good and faithful servant! 

Let’s Show Our Love 
for Alderman
  Alderman Elementary is in need of school supplies! Examples 
of items to donate are: pencils, paper, notebooks, rulers, 
crayons, erasers, glue, folders, markers, colored pencils, etc. 
School supplies can be dropped off at the Activities Center 
anytime before July 10. Let’s make sure God’s love is 

felt at Alderman Elementary! 
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Please pray for the teachers and leaders of Camp Creation who have selflessly chosen to give 
their time and talents this week. Let us pray that by the efforts of these volunteers and the touch 
of God's Spirit, each of these children may learn more clearly of His love and what it means to 
become a fully devoted follower of Jesus. 

Camp Jonah, held June 22-26, was a terrific week with 215 campers, 
54 Youth Chaperones, and approximately 35 adults spending a week of 
their summer learning the ways of God through a man named Jonah. 
God’s Story was woven into every camper’s elective time. With 
hands-on learning in Missions Study, Bible Skills, Crafts, Science, Sports, 
Cove Play, Dance and Bible Study, our children learned the importance 
of obedience to God, the never ending mercy and grace extended by 
God, the amazing compassion God has for His people and that all of 
those things are wrapped up in one word called, LOVE. God’s ultimate 
act of LOVE was sending Jesus to take the place for punishment of the 
things we do that are sins that separate us from God. It was a powerful 
week as we built friendships and grew deeper in faith. God certainly 
wanted Jonah’s obedience but more than obedience, God wanted Jonah’s 
HEART, and God wants our hearts too! 1 John 4:19 was our theme 
verse, “We love because He first loved us.” What a great verse for all 
of us to have etched on our minds and heart. Camp Jonah takes many 
volunteers to be successful. Thank you to the youth and 
adults who gave time and talents and heart 
to make Camp Jonah one of 
the BEST WEEKS OF THE 
SUMMER!  
 

“I have 
been at Camp 

Jonah for 6 years and every 
year has been awesome. I will 

always remember the fun events 
that happen in just the five days we 
are here each year. I have learned so 

much more than I already knew 
about the Bible and made a 

better connection with God.” 
-Olivia King 
(6th Grade)

Pictures, videos and more kid 

testimonials from the week can be 

found at fbcwilmington.org or on 

Facebook- FBC Children’s Ministry-

Wilmington!

“I will 
miss Camp Jonah 

a lot because Camp Jonah 
is awesome. My favorite part of 

Camp Jonah has always been the 
sports especially this year because of 

Caleb leading it. Mrs. Nicole has made 
learning about the Bible fun and she 
has taught me many things. Camp 
Jonah has always been a highlight 
of my summer and I can’t wait to 

until I can come back and be a 
counselor.” -Wes Cribb 

(6th Grade)
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Practice of Pressing On

By Jayne Hugo Davis | Baptist News Global May, 2015 Publication 
We don’t know how long the tunnels in our lives are going to go on. 
Sometimes they are filled with darkness, maybe fear. The desire to turn back 
and go a lesser way is a strong pull. Sometimes you need to let a door close 
behind you before you can find your way forward. Sometimes we need to be 
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still far from sight, trusting the one who has gone before us and prepared a way.
The spiritual practice of pressing on. There is always something worth finding on 
the other side of fear.
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Matt Cook Installed as 
New CBF Moderator

Our very own Matt Cook was ushered in as the new Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
Moderator at the 2015 CBF General Assembly which took place June 15-19 in Dallas, Texas. 

Kasey Jones, outgoing CBF moderator, introduced Matt Cook at the Friday Business Session 
and stated, “I believe in you. I believe in us. I believe that we have a place in renewing God’s 
world. And I am excited because there is one coming behind me who is a man of courage, 
who is a man of faith, who will take the reins and continue the motion forward.” 

Matt then shared his dreams for the Fellowship, offering a reflection on the two disciples 
who walked the dusty road from Jerusalem to Emmaus on Passover weekend. “Just as Christ was with the 
disciples, Christ walks alongside the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. What we need is to stop thinking 
about what we’ve left behind, but instead start letting Jesus open our eyes to who he is, and where he might 

take us in the future.”

“Matt will lend his enthusiasm and vision to the staff, board and the Fellowship in ways that are 
genuine and contagious”, said Valerie Burton, chair of the CBF Nominating Committee, when Matt 

was initially announced as Moderator-elect. For the full video of the CBF Friday Business 
Session, visit https://vimeo.com/131232379.


